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Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
We are pleased to inform you that we will be delivering the STEM Person of the Week Cymru project 
over the next term/in a few weeks. 
 
STEM* Person of the Week Cymru is led by the Cardiff University spin-out company Science Made 
Simple and is based on a successful project from Northumbria University. Research has shown that it is 
effective at helping children see themselves as the sort of person who could do a job in science. It aims 
to show how many different skills are needed to work in a STEM career and change the view that 
science is ‘not for people like me’. This project highlights young scientists and engineers who have a 
connection to Wales to help Welsh students identify with people like them. 
 
As part of the project, students will experience an interactive live-science show in school which you are 
also encouraged to attend if possible. They will then learn about a different person working in STEM 
each week for five weeks. During this time students will be encouraged to notice which skills they share 
with the featured person. They will write these reflections on a postcard each week and then bring that 
home to show you what they have done. Teachers will also recognize these skills and behaviours and 
give out stickers to the students when they demonstrate those skills in their lessons. You can follow the 
QR code on these stickers at home to explore the person and find out more.  
 
There is also an online quiz you can do together with your child or other family members to find out 
more about which scientist you are most like.  
 
As part of the research connected to this activity students will be asked to complete a short, written 
activity where they choose 6 words that they think best describe a scientist. This should take no more 
than 10-15 minutes and will be led by the class teacher as part of the enrichment activity. The same 
activity is repeated at the end of the term to find out if attitudes have changed at all. Only the age and 
gender of the student will be recorded with this data – no names or class information.  
 
It is up to you whether you would like to take part in the study or not.  Deciding not to take part, or 
leaving the study, will not affect your right to opportunity for your child to be part of the science show 
and the other class activities. 
 
If for any reason you do not wish your child to be part of this data collection, you can opt out (without 
needing to give a reason) by providing the name, class and school of your child on this opt-out form:  
https://bit.ly/SPOTW-parent-opt-out-form  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Head Teacher/Contact Teacher 
SCHOOL 
 
 
*STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
 
  

https://sciencemadesimple.co.uk/item/stem-person-of-the-week-cymru/
https://bit.ly/SPOTW-parent-opt-out-form
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How will you use my data?  
 
The research study will collect some data about your child’s opinions about scientists, and about the 
activity they have taken part in. The information they provide on the surveys will be used to evaluate the 
impact of the SPOTW Cymru project. The general findings might be reported in an evaluation report, 
academic paper or presented at a research conference, however the data presented will be 
anonymized and the data provided by the students will not be personally identifiable. The findings may 
also be shared with other organizations/institutions that have been involved with the study. We can 
provide you with a summary of the findings from the study if you let us know this is something you 
would be interested in.  
 
Science Made Simple staff at Cardiff University will collect and processes data from children, families 
and teachers in its partner schools. The lawful basis for use processing this data ‘Public task’ where 
“processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise 
of official authority vested in the controller” (Article 6(1)(e) GDPR Regulations). In the case of the 
University, our public task is to undertake research and develop knowledge.  

Participants of the research study have a right of access to a copy of the information comprised in their 
personal data (to do so individuals should submit a Subject Access Request); a right in certain 
circumstances to have inaccurate personal data rectified; and a right to object to decisions being taken 
by automated means. Participants should also be informed that if they are dissatisfied with the 
University’s processing of personal data, they have the right to complain to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office. For more information see the ICO website. 

 

http://www.ico.org.uk/

